
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Does “Birth to Three Matters” still matter? 

Revitalising the links between research, policy and practice  

 

A one-day seminar on the education and care of children in their earliest years 
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Speakers   
 
Lesley Abbott OBE, Professor Emerita, Manchester Metropolitan University 
 
Helen Moylett, Independent Early Years Consultant and Writer  

Lisa Taylor, Headteacher, Martenscroft Nursery School and Children’s Centre, Manchester 

Julian Grenier, Headteacher, Sheringham Nursery School and Children’s Centre, East London  

Sacha Powell, Director of Education, Research and Strategy, Froebel Trust 
                                

Panel             
 
Insights from recent research: Rachel Holmes, Maggie MacLure, Christina MacRae, Abi 
Hackett, MMU. 

Context 

This conference will bring policy makers, practitioners and researchers together to ask whether 
national policy and curriculum frameworks are meeting the needs of our youngest children. We 
take as our starting point Birth to Three Matters, the pioneering national framework that 
transformed education and care in the earliest years. Is its holistic and positive vision for early 
childhood education and care still relevant? What was missing? What are the alternatives? 

Birth to Three Matters was the first national framework for the support of children in their 
earliest years. Commissioned by the UK government, it was developed by a research team at 
Manchester Metropolitan University, led by Professor Lesley Abbott. The framework was 
published in 2003, and incorporated into the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) in 
2008. At the heart of the framework were four aspirations: a strong child; a skilful 
communicator; a competent learner; a healthy child.  

The framework made the case for: 

• a holistic, interactive and positive view of young children’s development; 

• national policy and provision for babies and toddlers; 

• a well-educated, well-trained workforce; 

• research-informed policy, practice and curriculum; 

• a multi-professional model of provision. 

The first three years of life are increasingly seen as significant for school readiness, and free 
education and care is now offered to 2-year olds from lower-income backgrounds. It is timely to 
reopen the question posed by Birth to Three Matters, of what would count as high quality 
practice. The seminar will ask:  



To what extent have social and cultural changes impacted the needs of our youngest children? 

Has there been a narrowing of the range of experiences offered to 2-year-olds in education and 
care settings? 

What can new research add to our knowledge about the abilities and needs of very young 
children? 

How can national provision better accommodate the diversity of children’s lives and 
experiences, and the particular challenges of growing up in the 21st Century? 

 


